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10 
MEN of R { and RELIGION. 


LTHO it e wite a very ſmall Thing to te 

Judged of You, or e, Han's Judgment, ſeeing we 
know Gop will „ aur INwoCENCY as clear as the 
Light, and our JUST Dr the Noon-Day ; yet are 
we ready to give any th. ing to hear, a plain Ac- 
count both of our Princ Actions: As having res 
nounced the hidden Things .nd deliring nothing 
more, than by Manife/tation of the Truth to commend our- 


ſeluis to every Man's Conſcience in the Sight of God. 


2. We fee (and who does not?) the numbe:leis Foilies 
and Miſeries of our Feliow Creatures. We {ee on every 
Side, either Men of no Religion at all, or Men of a life- 
leis formal Religion, We are gtrieved at the Sight, and 
ſhould greatly rejoice, if by any Means we might con- 
vince ſome, that there is a better Religion to be attained, 
a Religion worthy of God that gave it. And this we 
conceive to be no other than Jove; the Love of Gop 
and of all Mankind; the loving Gop with all our Heart, 
and Soul, and Strength, as having firſt loved us, as the 
Fountain of all the Good we have received, and of all we 
ever hope to enjoy ; and the loving every Soul which op 
hath made, every Man on Earth, as our own Soul, 

3. This Love we believe to be the Medicine of Hife; 
th: cever-failing Remedy, for all the Evils of a difordered 
A. 2 World, 
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World, for all the Miſeries and Vices of Men, Where- 
ever this is, there are Virtve and Happineſs going Hand 
in tand. There is Humbleneſs of Mind, Geatleneſs, 
Long-ſuffering, the whole Image of Gov, and at the 
ſame Time a Peace that paſſeth all Underſtanding, and 
Joy unf, e k ble and full of Glory. 

« Eternal Sunſhine of the pile Mind; 

Fach Pray'r cecepied, and each Wiſh riion'd : 

Deſires compas d, Aﬀ: inns ever even, 

Tear: that delight, ard S eh; that wwaft to Heav'x.“ 

4. This Religion we long to fee eilabliſhed in the 
Wor'd, a Religion of Love and Joy and Peace, having 
its Sca: in ihe tleart, iu the inmoſt Soul, but ever ſhew- 
ing itſelf by its Fruits, con:inually ſpringing forth not 
only in all Innocence, (for Love worketh no Ill to his 
Neizh! our) but likewiſe in every kind of Beneficence, 
ſpreacing Virive ard Happineſs all around it. 

5 ih's Religion have we been follow ing after for 
mery Years, as many know if they would teſtify : But 
all this [ime ſceking Wiſdom we found it not; we were 
ſpending dur Strength in vain, And being now under 
full Conviction of this, we declare it to all Mankind: 
For we cefi:e not that others ſhould wander out of the 
Way, as we have done before them; but rather that they 
may profit by our Loſs, that they may go (tho' we did 
not, bavirg tucn no Man to gude vs) the flreight Way to 
the Religion of Love, even by FalTH. 

6. Now Fa IH (ſuppoſing the Scripture to be of Gop) 
is, TE heT wy 2 &y x ©- - Frennutws, the Demonſtrative 
Evidence of Things unſeen, the ſupernatural Evideace 
of I hirgs inviſi le, not perceivable by Eyes of Fleſh, 
or by any of our Natural Senſes or Faculties. FalTH is 
that divine Evidence, whereby the ſpiritual Man dil- 
ceineth Gop and the Things of Gop. It is with Re- 
gard to the Spiritual World, what Senſe is with Regard 
to the Natural. It is the Spiritual Senſation of every 
Soul that is born of Gop. 

7. Perhaps you bave not conſidered it in this View ; I 
will then explain ia little farther, 

FAlTH, according to the ſcriptural Account, is the 
ye of the new-born Soul. Hereby every tine Believer 
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in Gop /eeth him who is inviſible. Hereby (in a more 
particular Manner fince Life and Immortality have 
been brought to Light by the Goſpel) he /eerh the 
Light of the Glory of Gop in the Face of Jesus 
CHRIST; and, beholderh what Mauner of Love it is, 
which the F aber hath beſtowed upon us, that we (who 
are born of the Spirit) ould be called the Sons of 


Gon. 


It is the Ear of the Soul, whereby a Sinner hears 
the Voice of the Son of Gop end lives; even that Voice 
w hich alone wakes the Dead. Sn thy Sus are forgiven 
thee. 

t is (if I ay be allos ed the I the Palate of 
the Soul: For hereby a Believer taſtes 7 e goed Word, aud 
the Powers of the Veld te come; and Lereby he both taſtes 
and jees that GOD is grativas, yea, and merciful to him a 
Sinner. 

It is the Feeling of the Soul. whereby a Believer per- 
ceives, through the Potter ef 1h: Higheſt ever jpadowing 
zun, both the Briltence and the Preſcace of him, in. 
whom he ves, moves, ard has his Being ; and indeed the 
whole 1nvigble We rid, the entire yen of Things Eter- 


nal. And hereby, in P articular, he ſecls the Lowe Lf 


G0 ſhed bra 72 574 itt 27. 

8 By this Falrn we are ute from a Unealineſs 
of Mind, from the Anguiſh of a_ wounded Spirit, from 

Diſcontear, from Fear, and Sorrow of Heart, and 
from that inexpreſſible Lillleſneſ: and Wearineſs, both 
of the Worid and of ourſelves, w ch we had fo help- 
ley laboured under for mary Year o; eſpecially when 
we were oat of the Hurry cf the vw orid, and ſunk into 
coun Reflection. In this we find that Love of Gon, 
and of all Maikind, which we had effewiee ſooght in 
vain. This we kaow ard feel, and theretore cannot bur 
declare, ſavez every one that partake: of it, both from 
Sin and Miſery, from cvery ouba>py and every unholy 
Temper. 

„ Peace ſhe brings, wherever {be arrives, 

She builds our Quiet, as ſhe forms var Live: 

Lays the rough Paths of peevith Nature even, 

And opens in each Breaſt a liile Ha uc.“ 

A 3 5 9. It 
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9. If you aſk, © Why then have not all Men this 
Faith? All at leaſt who concei'e it to be ſo happy a 
Thing? Why do they not believe immediately?“ 

We anſwer, (on the Scripture Hypotheſis,) 1! 7s the 
Gift of Gop. No Man is able to work it in himſelf, ! 
Jr is a Work of Omnipotence. It requires no leſs Power 4 
thus to quicken a dead Soul, than to raiſe a Body that lies 
in the Grave. Ic is a new Creation; and none can create 7 
a Soul anew but he who at firſt created the Heavens and 7 
the Earth. i 3 

10. May not your own Experience teach you this ? q 
Can you give yourſelf this Fair ? Is it now in your 
Power to ſee, or hear, or taſte, or feel Gon? Have you 
already or can you raiſe in yourſelf any Perception of 
Gop, or of an Inviſible World? J ſuppoſe you do ng 
deny, that there is an inviſible World. You will nor 
charge it in poor old Heſod, to Chriſtian Prejudice of Edu- 
cation, when he ſays, in thoſe well known Words, 

Millions of Spiritual Creatures walk the Earth 

Unſeen, whether we wake, or if we ſleep. 

Now, is theite any Power in your Soul, whereby you 

diſcern either theſe, or him that created them ? Or, can (4 
all your Wiſdom and Strength open an Intercourſe be- | 
tween yourſelf and the World of Spirits ? Is it in your 
Power to burſt the Veil that is on your Heart, and let 
in the Light of Eternity? You know it is not. You not 
only do not, but cannot (by your own Strength) thus be- 
lieve. The more you labour ſo to do, the more you will 
be convinced, It ige Gift , God. 1 

11. It is the fice Gift of Gov, which be beſtows 
not on thoſe who are worz/y of his Favour, not on ſuch 1 
as are previcuſly hor, and fo fit to be crowned with all 
the Bleſſings of his Goodneſs : But on the ungodly and 
unholy ; on thoſe who till that Hour were fi only for 
_ everlaſting Deſtruction; thoſe in whom was no good s 
Thing, and whoſe only Plea was, Gop, be merciful to 7 

me a Sinner. Po Merit, no Goodreſs in Man precedes |# 
the forgiving Love cf God. His paidoning Mercy ſup- F7 

| poſes nothing in us but a Senſe of mere Sin and Miſery: {( 
And to all who ſee, and feel, and own their Wants, © 
and their utter Inabrlity to remove them, God free 

gives FaiTH, for the Sake of him in whom he is always 

LS avell dleaſed 12. This 
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12. This is a ſhort rude Sketch of the Doctrine we 
' teach. Theſe are our fundamental Principles; and we 
ſpend our Lives in confirming others herein, and in a Be- 
haviour ſuitable to them, ; 

Now, if you are a reaſonable Man, although you do 
not believe the Chriſtian Syſtem to be of Gop, lay your 
Hand upon your Breaſt, and calmly conſider, What it is 
that you can here condemn ? What Evil have we done 
to you, that you ſhould join the common Cry againſt us? 
Why ſhould you ſay, Away with ſuch Fellows from the 
Earth : It is not fit that they ſhould live? 

13. lis true, your Judgment does not fall in with 
ours. We believe the Scripture to be of Gop, This 
you do not believe. And how do you defend yourſelves 
_—_ them who urge you with the Guilt of Unbelief ? 

o you not ſay, “ Every Man muj? judge according 
to the Light he has, and that if he be true to this he 
ought not to be condemned?” Keep then to this, and 
turn the Tables. Mu/? not we alſo judge according to 
the Light we have? You can in no wiſe condemn 28, 
without involving your/elves in the ſame Condem nation. 
According to the Light awe have, we cannot bat believe 
the Scripture is of Gop ; and, while we believe this, we 
_ not turn aſide fiom it, to the right Hand or to the 

eft. 

14. Let us conſider this Point a little farther. You 
yourſelf believe there is a Gop. You have the Wit- 
neſs of this in your own Breaſt. Perhaps ſometimes 
you tremble before him. You believe there is ſuch a 
Thing as Right and Wrong, that there is a Difference 
between Moral Good and Evil. Of Conſequence, you 
muſt allow, there is ſuch a Thing as Conſcience ; I 
mean, that every Perſon, capable of Reflection, is con- 
ſcious to himſelf, when he looks back on any Thing he 
has done, whether it be good or evil. You muſt like- 
wiſe allow, that every Man is to be guided by his own 
Conſcience, not another's. Thus far, doubtleſs, you 
may go, without any Danger of being a Volunteer . 
Faith. 

15. Now then, be conſiſtent with yourſelf. ' If there 
be a Gop, who being juſt and good, (Attributes inſe- 


parable 
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parable from the very Idea of God) is a Rewarder of 
them that diligently ſce him, ought we not to do what- 
ever we believe will be acceptable to ſo good a Maſter ? 
Obſerve : If we believe, if we are fully perſuaded of 
this in our own Mind, ought we no: thus to ſeek him? 
and that with all Diligence? Elſe, how ſhould we ex- 
pect any Reward at his Hands ;? 

16. Again: Ought we not to do what we helieve is 
morally Good, and to abſtain from what we judge 1s 
Evil? By Good I mean, conducive to the Good of 
Mankind, tending to advance Peace and Good-will 
among Men, promotive of the Happineſs of our Fel- 
low Creatures; and by Evil, hat is contrary thereto. 
Then ſurely you cannot condemn our endeavouring, 
after our Power, to make Mankind happy; (I now 
ſpeak only with Regard to the preſent World) our ftriv- 
ing, as we can, to leſſen their Sorrows, and to teach 
them in whatſoever State they are, therewith to be 
content. 

17. Yet again. Are we to be guided by our own 
Conſcience, or by that of ther Men? You ſurely will 
not ſay, that any Man's Conſcience can preclude mine. 
You, at leaſt, will not plead for robbing vs, of what 
vou fo ſtrongly claim for yourſelves. I mean, the 
Right of private Judgment, which 1s indeed unaliena- 
ble from Reaſonable Creatures. Du well know, that 
unleſs we faithfully follow the Dictates of eur own 
Mind, we cannot have a Conſcience void of Offence 
toward Gop and toward Man. 


18. Upon your own Principles therefore you muſt 


allow us to be, at leaft, ian jõĩ! No you find any. 
Difficulty in this? You ſpeak much of Prepoſſeſſion and 
Prejudice; beware you are not entangled therein your- 
ſelve. Ate you not prejudiced againſt uc, becauſe we 
believe and ſtrenuouſly defend that Sytem of Doctrines 
which you oppoſe? Are you not Enemies to vs, be- 
cauſe you take it for granted we are ſo to ysu ? Nay 
Soy forbid | I once ſaw one, who, from a plentiful 
Fortune, was reduced to the loweſt Extremity. He was 
lying on a fick Bed, in violent Pain. without even con- 
venient Food, or one Friend to comfort him; fo that 
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when his merciful Landlord, to compleat all, ſent one 
to take his Bed from under nim, 1 was not ſurprized at 
his Attempt to put an End to ſo miſerable a Life. 
Now, when I ſaw that poor Man, weltering in his 
Blood, could I be angry at him ? Surely no. No 
more can I at you. I can no more hate than I can en- 
vy you. I can only lift up my Heart to God for you 
(as I did then for him) and, with filent Tears, beſeech 
the Father of Mercies, that he would look on you in 
your Blood, and ſay unto you, Live. 

19. © Sir, (ſaid that unhappy Man, at my firſt In- 
terview with him) I ſcorn to deceive you or avy Man, 
You muſt not tell me of your Bible; for I don't believe 
one Word of it. I know there is a Gop, and believe 
he is all in all, the Anima Mundi, the 

| % vaſiam 

Mens azitans molem, & magno ſe corpore miſcens.” 
But farther than this, I believe not; all is dark; my 
Thought is loſt, But I hear (added he) you preach to 
a great Number of People every Night and Morning. 
Pray, what would you do with them ? Whither would 
you lead them? What Religion do you preach ? What 
is it good for? I replied, ** I do preach to as many 
as deſire to hear, every N'ght and Morning. You aſk, 
What ] would dowith'them ?” I would make them 
virtuous and happy, eaſy in themſelves, and uſeful to 
otters. '* Whither would I lead them ?” To Heaven; 
to God the Judge, the Lover of all, and to Jesus 
the Mediator of the New Covenant. What Religion 
I preach? *The Religion of Love; the Law of Kind- 
neſs brought to Light by the Goſpel. ** What is this 
Good for??“ To make all who receive it enjoy Gop 
and themſelves: To make them like Gop ; Lovers of 
all; contented in their Lives; and crying out at their 
Death, in calm Aſſurance, O Grave, where is thy Vic- 
tory ! Thanks be unto Gop, who giveth me the Victory, 
through my Lorp Jesus CHRIST 

20. Will you object to ſuch a Religion as this; that 
it is not Reaſonable? Is it not reaſonable then to love 
God ? Hath he not given you Life and Breath, and 
al! Things? Does he not ſtill continue his Love to 

you, 
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you, filling your Heart with Food and Gladneſs ? What 
have you which you have not received of him? And 
does not Love demand a Return of Love? Whetner 
therefore you do love Go or no, you cannot but own 
tis reaſonable ſo to do; nay, ſeeing he is the Parent of 
all Good, love Him with all your Heart. 

21. Is it not reaſonable allo to love our Neighbour ? 
Every Man whom Gop hath made? Are we not Bre- 
thren ? The Children of one Father? Ought we not 
then to love one another? And, ſhould we only love 
them that love us? I: that acting like our Father which 
is in Heaven? He cauleth his Sun to ſhine on the Evil 
and on the Good, and fendeth Rain on the Juſt and on 
the Unjuſt. And can there be a more equitable Rule of 


our Love, than thou halt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf ? | 


You will lead for the Reaſonableneſs of this; as alſo for 
that golden Rule, (the only adequate Meajure of Bro- 
therly Love, in all our Words and Actions) HWhatjoever 
ye would that Men ſhould do unto you, even fo do unto them. 
22, Is it not reaſonable then, that as we have Op- 
portunity, we ſhould do Good unto all Men? Not only 
Friends but Enemies, nor only to the Deſerving, but 
likewiſe to the Evil and Unthankful. ls it nor right 
that all our Life ſhould be one continued Labour of 
Love? If a Day paſſes without doing Good, may one 
not well ſay, with Titus * Amici, diem, peidiaz! And 
is it enough, to feed the Hur gry, to-ciothe the Naked, 
to viſit thoſe who are ſick or in Priſon ? Should we have 
no Pity for thoſe 
Who figh beneath Guilt's horrid Stain, | 
The worſt Confinement and the heavieſt Chain! 
Should we ſhut up our Compaſſion toward thoſe who 
are of all Men moſt miſerable, becauſe they are mi- 
ſerable by their own Fault? if we have found a Me- 
dicine to heal even that Sickneſs, ſhould we not, as we 
have freely received it, freely give ? Should we not 
pluck them as Brands out of the Fiie? The Fire of 
Luſt, Anger, Malice, Revenge? Your inmoſt Soul an— 
ſwers, It ſhould be done; it is reaſonable in the higheſt 
Degree. Well, this is the Sum of our Preaching, and 


J Friends, I have laſt a Day ! 
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If therefore you allow, that it is reaſonable to love 
Gov, to love Markind, and to do Good to all Men, 
you cannot but allow, that Religion which we preach 
and live, to be agreeable to the higheſt Neaſon. 

23. Perhaps All this you can bear. It is tolerable 
enough; and if we ſpoke only of being /aved by Love, 
you ſhould have no great Objection: but you do not 
comprehend what we ſay of being /aved by FaIT H.“ 
FE know you do not. You do not in any Degree com- 
prehend what we mean by that Expreſſion; have Pa- 
tience then, and I will tell you yet again. By thoſe 
Words, we are /aved by FaiTH, we mean, that the 


Moment a Man receives that Fair which is above 


deſcribed, he is ſaved from Doubt and Fear, and Sor- 
row of Heart, by a Peace that paſſes all Underſtanding ; 
from the Heavineſs of a wounded Spirit, by Joy un- 
ſpeakable; and from his Sins, of whatſoever Kind they 
were, from his vicious Deſires, as well as Words and 
Actions, by the Love of Gon and of all Mankind, 
then ſhed abroad in his Heart. 

24. We grant nothing 1s more unreaſonable, than 
to imagine that ſuch mighty Effects as theſe can be 
wrought by that poor, empty. inſignificantThing which 
the World cails Falrh, and you among them. But 
ſuppoſing there be ſuch a Fair on the Earth, as that 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, ſuch an Intercourſe be- 
tween Gop and the Soul, What js too hard for ſuch 
a FaiTy? You yourſelves may conceive, that all 
Things are poſſible to him that thus believerh To him 
that thus walks with Gon, that is now a Citizen of 
Heaven, an Inhabitant of Eternity. If therefore you 
will contend with 26, you muſt change the Ground of 
your Attack. You muſt flatly deny there is any FaiTH 
upon Earth : But perhaps this you might think too large 
a Step. You cannot do this, without a ſecret Condem- 
nation in your own Breaſt. O that you would at length 
cry to Gop for that heavenly Gift! whereby alone 
this truly Reaſonable Religion, this Beneficent Love of 
Gop and Man, can be planted in your Heart. 


25. If 


—— — ——— A AR * 2 
d 


12 An Earneſt Appeal 


25. If you ſay, ** But thoſe that profeſs this Fairu 
are the moſt unreaſonable of all Men;” I aſk, ** Who 
are thoſe that profeſs this FaiTa ?” Perhaps you do 
not perſonally know ſuch a Man in the World. Who 
are they that ſo much as profeſs to have 2 Ewidence 
of Things not {cen ? That profeſs to /ee him that is in- 
wifible * To hear the Voice of Gor, and to have his 
Spirit ever aui with their Spirits, that they are the 
Children of Gov ? | fear you will find few that even 
profeſs his Faith, among the large Numbers of thoſe 
who are called Believers. 

26. However, there are enough that profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriſtians.” Yea, too many, God knoweth ; 
too many that confute their vain Profeſſions, by the 
whole Tenor of their Lives, I will allow all you can 
ſay on this Head, and perhaps more than all. Tis 
now ſome Years ſince I was engaged unawares in a 
Converſation with a ſtrong Reaſoner, who at firſt ur- 
ged the Wickedneſs of the American Indians, as a Bar to 
our Hope of converting them to Chriſtiarity. But when 
] mentioned their Temperance, Juſtice, and Veracity, 
(according to the Accounts I had then received) it was 
aſked, © Why, if thoſe Heathens are ſuch Men as 
theſe, what will they gain by being made Chriſtians ? 
What would they gain by being fuch Chriſtians as we 
ſee every where round about us ?? I could not deny, 
they would loſe, not gain, by ſuch a Chriſtianity as this. 
Upon which ſhe added, © Why, what elſe do you 
mean by Chriſtianity ?” My plain Anſwer was, What do 
you apprehend tv be more valuable than Good Senſe, 
Good Nature, and Good Manners ? All theſe are con- 
tained, and that in the higheſt Degree, in what I mean 
by Chriſtianity. Good Senſe, (ſo called) 1+ but a poor, 
dim Shadow of what Chriſtians call Farrn. Good Na- 
ture is only a faint, diſtant Reſemblance of Chriſtian 
Charity. And good Manners, if of the moſt finiſhed 
Kind tbat Nature aſſiſted by Art can attain to, is but a 
dead Picture of that Holineſs of Converſation, which 
is the Image of Gop viſibly exprefled. All theſe put 
together by the Art of Gop, I call Chriſtianity, 
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« Sir, if this be Chriſtianity, (ſaid my Opponent in 
Amaze) I never ſaw a Chriſtian in my Life.” 
27. Perhaps it is the ſame Caſe with gon. If fo, I 


i am grieved for you, and can only wiſh; till you do 


ſee a living Proof of this, that you would not ſay, you 
fee a Chriſtian, For this is Scriptural Chriſtianity, and 
this alone. Whenever therefore you ſee an unreatona- 
ble Man, you ſee one who perhaps calls himſelf by that 
Name, but is no more a. Chri/tian than he is an Angel. 
So far «; he departs from true genuine Reaſon, ſo far 
he departs from Chriſtianity. Do no: ſay this is only 
aſſerted, not proved. It is undeniably proved by the 
Origina: Charter of Chriſtianity. We appeal to this, 
to the Written Word. If any Man's Temper or Words, 
or Actions, ate contradictory to right Reaſon ; it is 
evident to a Demonſtration, they are contradictory to 
this. Produce any poſſible or conceivable Inſtance, 
and you will find the Fact is fo. The Lives therefore of 
tboſe who are called Chriſtians, is no juſt Objection to 
Chriſtianity. 

28, We join with you then in deſiring a Religion 
founded on Reiſon, and every Way agreeable thereto. 
But one Queſtion ſtill remains to be aſked, What do 
you mean by Rea/en ? I ſuppoſe you mean the Eter- 
nal Reaſon, or, the Nature of Things: The Netue of 
GOD, and the Nature of Man, with the Relations ne- 
ceſſarily ſubſiſting between them. Wiy, this is the 
very Religion wwe preach: A Religion evidently found- 
ed on, and every Way agreeable to Eternal Reaſon, 
to the Eſſential Nature of Things. Its Foundation 
Hands on the Nature of Gop and the Nature of Man, 
together with their mutual Relations. And it is every 


Way ſuitable thereto: 'To the Nature of Gop ; for 
it begins in know ing him, (and where but in the true 
 Anowledge of Gop can you conceive true Religion to 
begin?) It goes on in loving him, and all Mankind, 
® (for you can't but imitate whom you love:) It ends in 
= ſerving him; in doing his Will; in obeying Him whom 


we know and love. - 
29. It is every Way ſuited to the Nature of an for 
it begins in Man's knowing himſelf; knowing himſelf 
| to 
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to be what he really is, fooliſh, vicious, miſerable. It 
goes on to point out' the Remedy for this, to make him 
truly wiſe, virtuous, and happy; as every thinking 
Mind (perhaps from ſome implicit Remembrance of 
what it originally was) longs to be. 

It finiſhes all, by reſtoring the due Relations between 
Go and Man; by uniting for ever the tende: Father, 
and the grateful, obedient Son; the Great Lo p of all, 
and the faithful Servant, doing not his own Wall, but 
the Will of Him that ſent him. 

30. But perhaps by Reaſon you mean, the Faculty 


of Reaſoning, of inferring one Thing from another. 


There are many, it is confeſs'd (particularly thoſe who 
are ſtiled Myſtick Divines) that utterly decry the Uſe 
of Reaſon, thus underſtood, in Religion: Nay, that 
condemn all Reaſoning concerning the Things of Gop, 
as utterly deſtructive of true Religion. 5 6 

But we can in no wiſe agree with this. We find no 
Authority for it in Holy Writ. So far from it, that we 
find there both our Lox D and his Apoſtles - continually 
reaſoning with their Oppoſers. Neither do we know, 
in all the Productions of -ancient and modern Times, 
ſach a Chain of Reaſoning or Argumentation, ſo cloſe, 
ſo ſolid, ſo regularly connected, as the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews. And the ſtrongeſt Reaſoner whom we have 
ever obſerved (excepting only Jesus of Nazarerh) was 
that Paul of Tar/us ; the ſame who has left that plain 
Direction for all Chriſtians, In Malice, or Wickedneſs, 
be ye Children; but in Underſianding, or Reaſon, be ye 
Men. 

31. We thereſore not only allow, but earneſtly ex- 
hort all who ſeek after true Religion, to uſe all the 


Reaſon which Gop hath given them, in ſearching out 


the Things of God. But your Reaſoning juſtiy not only 


on this, but on any Subject whatſcever, preſuppoſes 


True Fudgments already formed, whereon to ground your 
Argumentation. Elſe, you know, you will ſtumble at 


every Step: Becauſe ex fal/o non /equitur verum. It is 


impoſſible, if your Premiſſes are falſe, to infer from them 
true Concluſions. | 


32. You Þ 
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32. You know likewiſe, that before it is poſſible for 
you to form a True Judgment of them, it is abſolutely 
* ET neceſſary, that you have a clear Apprehen/ion of the 
7 Things of God, and that your Ideas thereof be all 
I'd, diftin, and determinate. Ard ſeeing our Jdeas 
are not innate, but muft all originally come from our 
= Senſes, it is certainly neceſſary that you. have Senſes ca- 
pable of diſcerning Objects of this Kind. Not thoſe 
= on'y which are called Natural Senſes, which in this 
Js Ref; ect profit nothing, as being altogether incapable 
of diſcerning ObjeAs of a Spiritual Kind; but Spiritu- 
T wal Serfer, exerciſed to diſcern Spiritual Good and Evil. 
lt is neceſlary that you have che Hearing Ear, and the 
13 $ eing Eye, emphatically fo called; that you have a 
new Claſs of Senſes opened in your Soul, not depend- 
ing on Organs of Fleth and Blood, to be the Ewidence 
of Things not ſeen, as your Bodily Senſes are of Viſible 
Things; to be the Avenues to the inviſible World: to 
=> diſcern Spiritual Objects, and to furniſh you with Ideas 
of what the outward Eye hath not ſcen, n* ther the Ear 
| 1 2 heard « | 

33. And till you have theſe Ide nal Senſes, till the 
Eyes of your Underſtanding are opened, you can have 


e no Apprehen/ion of Divine Things, no Ia of them at 
e all. Nor conſequently, il then can you either judge 


truly, or reaſon fuſtiy concerning them: Seeing your Rea- 
> ſon has no Ground whereon to ſtand, no Materials to 
„ work upon. 


pe 34. To uſe the trite Inſtance. As you cannot reaſon 

concerning Colours, if you have no Natural Sight, be- 
x&- gaauſe all the Ideas received by your other Senſes are of 
e 1 a different Kind; ſo that neither your Hearing nor any 


ut > other Sene, can ſopply your Want of Sight, or furniſh 
ly pour Reaſon in this reſpect with Matter to work upon': 


es So you cannot reaſon corcerving Spiritual Things, if 
ur you have no Sprriizal Sight; becauſe all your Ideas re- 
at ceived by your Outzward Senſes are of a different Kind, 
is Vea, far more different from thoſe received by FaiTa 
m or /nternal Senſation, than the Idea of Colour from that 


of Sound. Theſe are only different Species of one Ge- 
nus, namely, ſenſible Ideas, received by external Sen- 
6; B 2 ſation : 


* 
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ſation : Whereas the Ideas of Fair differ te genere 
from thoſe of External Sen/ation. So that it is not con- 
ceivable that External Senſation ſhould ſupply the Want 
of Internal Senſes; or furniſh your Reaſon in this Reſpect 
with Matter to work upon. | 

35. What then will your Reaſon do here? How 
will it paſs from Things Natural io Spiritual ? From 
the Things that are ſeen to thoſe that are not ſeen ? 
From the Viſible to the Invifible World? What a 
Gulph. is here? By what Art will Reaſon get over the 
immenſe Chaſm ? This cannot be 'till the Almighty 
come in to your Succour, and give you that Fairy you 
have hitherto deſpiſed. Then upborn as it were on Ea- 
gle's Wings, you ſhall foar away into the Regions of 
Eternity ; and your enlighten'd Reaſon ſhall explore even 
the deep Things of Gob, Gop himſelf revealing them to you 
by his Spirit. 

36. expected to have received much Light on this 
Head, from a Treatiſe lately publiſhed, and earneſtly 
recommended to me, I mean, Chriſtianity not founded 
on Argument. But on a carefuj Peruſal of that Piece, 
notwithſtanding my Prejudice in its Favour, I could not 
but perceive, that the great Deſign aniformly purſued 
throughout the Work, was to render the whole of the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution both odious and contemptible. In 
order to this, the Author gl:ans up with great Care 
and Diligence, the moſt plauſible of thoſe many Ob- 
jections that have been raiſed againſt it by late Writers, 
and propoſes them with the utmoſt Strength of which 
he was capable. To do this with the more Effect, he 
perſenates a Chiiſtiar, : He makes a Shew of defending an 
avowed Dottrine of Chriſtianity, namely, the Super- 
natural Influence of the Spirit of Gon ; and often, for 
ſeveral Sentences together, (indeed in the Beginning of 
almoſt every Paragraph) ſpeaks ſo lite a Chriſtian, that 
not a few. have received him according to his Wiſh. 
Mean while with all poſſible Art and Shew of Reaſon, 
and in the moſt laboured Language, he purſues his Point 


throughout, which is to prove, That Chriſtianty is 


contrary to Reaſon ;” or, „That no Man acting ac- 
cording to the Principles of Reaſon, can poſſibly be a 
Chriſtian,” A EE 


37. t 
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37. It is a wonderful Proof of the Power that ſmooth 
Words may have even on ſerious Minds, that fo many 
have miſtook ſuch a Writer as this for a Friend of Chri- 
ſlianity: Since almoſt every Page of his Tract is filled 
with groſs Falſhood and broad Blaſphemy : And theſe 
ſapported by ſuch exploded Fallacies, and Common place 
Sophiltry, that a Perſon cf two or three Years ftandin 
in the Univerſity, might give them a ſufficient Anſwer, 
and make the Author appear as irrational and contemp- 
tible as he Jabours to make CtirisT and his Apoſtles, 


28. I hare hitherto ſpoken to thoſe, chiefly, who do 
not receive the Chriſtian Syſtem as of Gop. I would 
add a few Words to another Sort of Men; (though not 
ſo much with Regard to our Principles or Practice, as with 
regard to their own To you who do receive it, who be- 
lieve the Scripture, but yet do not take upon you the 
Character of Religious Men, I am therefore obliged to 
2ddreſs myſelf to you likewiſe under the Character cf 
Men Rea ſon. 

39. would only aſk. Are you ſuch indeed? Do you 
anſwer the Character under which you appear ? If fo, you 
are conſiſtent with yourſelves. Your Principles ard 
Practice agcee together. 

Let us try whether this is ſo or not. Do you nat 
take the Name of God in vain; Do you remember 
the Sabbath-day to keep it holy ? Do you not ſpeak Evil 
of the Ruler of your People? Are you not a Drunkard, 
ot a Glutton, faring as ſumptoouſly as you can every 
Day? Making a Gop of your Belly? Do you rot a- 
venge yourſelf ? Are you not a Whoremonger or Adul- 
terer? Anſwer plainly to your own Heart, before Gop 
the Judge of all. | 

Why then do you ſay, you believe the Scripture? If 
the Scripture is true, you are loſt. You are in the broad 
Way that leadeth to Deſtruction. Your Damnation flum- 
bereth not. You are Heaping uf to your/elf Wrath again/t 
the Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the Rightecus 


Judgment of GOD. Doubtleſs, if the Scriptore is true, 


(and you remain thus) it had been good for you if yu 
bad never been born, 95 
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40. How is it that you call yourſelves Men of Rea- 
ion? Is Reaſon inconſiſtent with itſelf ? You are the 
fartheſt of all Men under the Sun from any Pretence to 
that Character. A common Swearer, a Sabbath-break- 
er, a Whoremonger, a Drunkard, who ſays he believes 
the Scripture is of Gop, is a Monſter upon Earth, the 
gran Contradiction to his own, as well as to the 

eaſon of all Mankind. In the Name of God, (that 
worthy Name whereby you are called, and which you 
daily cauſe to be blaſphemed) turn either to the Right 
Hand or to the Left. Either profeſs you are an Infidel, 
or be a Chriſtian, Halt no longer thus between two 
Opinions, Either caſt off the Bible, or your Sins, And 
in the mean Time, if you have any Spark of your boaſt- 
ed Reaſon left, do not count us your Enemies (as | fear 
you have done hitherto, and as Thouſands do where- 
ever we have declared they who do ſuch Things ſhall not 
inherit eternal Life) becauſe we tell you the Truth: Seeing 
theſe are not our Words, but the Words of him that ſent 
us. Yea, though in doing this, we uſe great Plainneſi of 
Speech, as becomes the Miniſtry we have received. For 
ave are not as many who corrupt (cauponize, ſoften, and 
thereby adulterate) the Word of God, But as of Sin- 
cerity, but as of God, in the Sight of Gop, ſpeak aue in 
CHRIST, 

41. But, it may be, you are none of theſe. You 
abſtain from all ſuch Things. You have an unſpotted 
Reputation. You are a Man of Honour, or a Wo- 
man of Virtue, You ſcorn to do an unhandſome 
Thing, and are of an unblameable Life and Converſa- 
tion. You are harmleſs (if I underſtand you right) and 
uſcleſs from Morning to Night. You do no Hurt,— and 
no good to any one, no more than a Straw floating upon 
the Water. Your Life glides ſmoothly on from Year to 
Year ; and from one Seaſon to another having no Occa- 
fon to work, | | | 

| Jou waſte away 

In gentle Ina&ivity the Day.” 

42. I will not now ſhock the Eaſineſs of your Tem- 
per, by talking about a future State. But ſuffer me to 
aſk you a Queſtion about preſent Things. Are you 
now happy? 

I have 
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J have ſeen a large Company of Rea/onable Crea- 
thres, called Indians, fitting in a Row on the Side of a 
River, looking ſometimes at one another, ſometimes at 
the Sky, and ſometimes at the Bubbles on the Water. 
= And ſo they ſat (unleſs in the Time of War) for a great 
Part of the Year, from Morning to Night. 
3 Theſe were doubtleſs much at Eaſe. But can you 
think they were happy ?—And how little happier are 
you than they ? ü 

43. You eat, and drink, and fleep, and dreſs, and 
dance, and fit down to play. You are carried Abroad. 
You are at the Maſquerade, the Theatre, the Opera- 
Houſe, the Park, the Levee, tie Drawing- Room. 
What do you do there? Why, ſometimes you talk; 
ſometimes you look at one another. And what are you 
to do To-morrow ? The next Day? The next Week? 
The next Year? You are to eat, and drink, and ſleep, 
and dance, and dreſs, and play again. And you are 


do be carried abroad again, that you may again look at 
one another! And is this all? Alas, How little more 


Happineſs have you in this, than the Ixdiant in looking 
at the Sky or Water! 

Ah poor, dull Round! I do not wonder that Col, 
M-—— (or any Man of Reflection) ſhould prefer Death 
1tſelf, even in the Midſt of his Years, to ſuch a Life as 
this! And ſhould frankly declare, That he choſe to go 
out of the World, becauſe he found nothing in it worth 
living for.” | 

44. Yet ?tis certain, there is Buſineſs to be done: 
And many we find in all Places (not to ſpeak of the 
® Vulgar, the Drudges of the Earth) who are continual- 
ly employ'd therein. Are you of that Number? Are 
you engaged in Trade, or ſome other reputable Em- 
ployment? I ſuppoſe, profitable too; for you would 


a I not ſpend your Time, and Labour, and Thought, for 
nothing. You are then making your Fortune; you 
gare getting Money. True: But Money is not your 


ultimate End. The treaſuring up Gold and Silver, 
for its own Sake, all Men own, is as fooliſh and ab! 
ſurd, as groſly unreaſonable, as the tteaſuring up Spi- 
ders, or the Wings of Butterflies. Vo conſider 8 "= 
4 1 | ut as. 
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but as a Means to ſome farther End. And what is t 
that? Why, the enjoying yourſelf, the being at Eaſe, ce 
the taking your Pleaſure, the living like a Gentleman, WM b 
That is plainly, either the whole or ſome Part of, the 
Happineſs above deſcribed. = i 

Suppoſing then your End to be actually attained, RM « 
ſuppoſe you have your Wiſh, before you drop into „ 
Eternity: Go and fit down with Thleearowwhee and bis 
Companions, on the River Side.——After you have 
toiled for fifty Years, you are juſt as happy as they. 

45. Are you, Can vou, or any reaſonable Man, be 
Satisfied with this? You are not. It is not poſſible 
you ſhould. But what elſe can you do? You would 
have ſomething better to employ your Time; but you 
know not where to find it upon Earth. 

And indeed it is obvious, that the Earth, as it is now 
conſtituted, even with the Help of all European Arts, 
does not find ſufficient Employment, to take up half 
the waking Hours of half its Inhabitants. 

What then can you do? How can you employ the 
Time that lies ſo heavy upon your Hands? This very 
Thing which you ſeek, declare we unto you. The 
Thing zou want, is the Religion we preach. That 
alone leaves no Time upon our Hands. Ir fills up all 
the blank Spaces of Life. It exactly takes up all the 
Time we have to ſpare, be it more or leſs: So that 
be who hath much, hath nothing over, and he that has little, 
bas no lack. | 

46. Once more. Can you {or any Man of Reaſon) 
think, you was made for the Life you now lead ? You 
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And what art thou even in thy preſent State? An ever- 
laſting Spirit, going to Gop. For what End then 
did he create thee, but to dwell with him, above this 
periſhable World, to know him, to love him, to do 
his Will, to enjoy him for ever and ever! O look more 
deeply into thyſelf! And into that Scripture, which 
thou 


cannot poſſibly think ſo; at leaſt, not till you tread #9 
the Bible under Foot. The Oracles of God bear 1 
thee Witneſs in every Page, (and thine own Heart a- W 

reeta thereto) that thou waſt made in the Image of Th 
God, an incorruptible Picture of the Gop of Glory, © 
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thou profeſſeſt to receive as the Word of Gop, as right 
concerning all Things. There thou wilt find a nobler, 
happier State deſcribed, than it ever yet enter'd into 
thy Heart to conceive. But Gop hath now revealed 
it to all thoſe who rejoice evermore, and pray without 
ceaſing, and in every thing give Thanks, and do his Will 
on Earth as it is done in Heaven, For this thou waft 
made, Hereunto alſo thou art called. O be not diſ- 
obedient to the heavenly Calling! At leaſt, be not 
angry with thoſe who would fain bring thee to be a li- 
ving Witneſs of that Religion, wwho/e Ways are indeed 
Ways of Pleaſantne/s, and all her Paths, Peace. | 
47. Do you ſay in your Heart, I know all this 
already. I am not barely a Man of Reaſon. . I am 
a Religious Man ; for I not only avoid Evil and do 
Good, but uſe all the Means of Grace. I am con- 
ſtantly at Church, and at the Sacrament too. I ſay, 
my Prayers every Day. I read many good Books. I. 
faſt every Thirteth of January and Good. friday.“ 
Do you indeed? Do you do all this! This you may 
do: You may go thus far, and yet have 20 Religion at 
all; no /uch Religion as avails before God. Nay, 
much farther than this, than you have ever gone yet, 
or ſo much as thought of going. For you may give 
all your Goods to feed the Poor, yea, your Bray o be burned, 
and yet very poſſibly, if St. Paul te a Judge, have us 
Charity, no true Religion. N 
48. This Religion, which alone is of Value before 
God, is the very Thing you want. You want (and 
in wanting this, you want all) the Religion of Love., 
You do not love your Neighbour as yourſelf, no more 
than you love Gop with all-your Heart. Aſk your 
own Heart now, If it be not ſo? *Tis plain you do 
not love Gop. If you did you would be happy in 
him. But you know you are not happy. Your formal 
Religion no more makes you happy, than your Neigh- 
bour's gay-Religion does him. O how much have you 
ſuffer'd for want of plain Dealing! Can you now bear 
to hear the naked Truth? You have the Form of Godli: 
neſs, but not the Power, You are a mere whited Wall; 
Before the Lox D your Gop I aſk you, Are you 7 
00 
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Too ſure. For your inward Parts are very Wickedne/i. 


You love the Creature more than the Creator. You are a 
Lower of Pleaſure more than a Lower of God. A Lover 
of Gob! You do not love Gop at all, no more than 
you love a Stone. You cannot love God; for you 
love Praiſe. You love the World ; therefore the Love 
of the Father is not in you. 
49. You are on the Brink of the Pit, ready to be 
panged into everlaſting Perdition. Indeed you kave a 
eal for Gop; but not according to Knowledge. O 
how terribly have you been deceived! Poſting to Hell, 
and fancying it was Heaven. See, at Length that 
out ward Religion without inward, is nothing; is far 
worſe than nothing, being indeed no other than a ſo- 
lemn Mockery of Gon. And in ward Religion you have 
not. You have not the FaiThH that workerh by Lowe, 
Your Faith (fo called) is no living, ſaving Principle. 
It is not the Apoſtle's FaiTH, the Subfance (or Sub- 
ſiſtence) of T bing, hoped for, the Evidence of Things not 
feen. So far from it, that this FaiTH is the very 1 hing 
which you call Ezthufiaſm. You are not content with 
being without it, unleſs you blaſpheme it too. You 
even revile that Life which is hid with CIS in GOD 3 
all ſceing, taſting, hearing, feeling Gov. Theſe 
Things are Fooliſhne/s unto you. No marvel; for hey 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. - 
50. Oh! no longer ſhut your Eyes againft the Light, 
Know you have a Name that you live, but are dead. 
Your Soul is utterly dead in Sin; dead in Pride, in 
Vanity, in Self-will, in Senſualitv, in Love of the 
World, You are utterly dead to Gop. There is no 
Intercourſe. between your Soul and Gop. Yu have 
neither ſeen him, (by FaiTH, as our LoD witneſſed 
apainſt them of old Time) nor heard his Voice at any 
zme. You have no ſpiritual Sen/es exerciſed to dijcern 
Spiritual Good and Ewil, You are angry at Infidels, 
and are all the while as mere an Infidel before Gop 
as they. You have Eyes that ſee net, and Ears that hear 
not, You have a callous unfeeling Heart. 18 
51. Bear with me a little longer: My Soul is di- 


ſtreſt for you, The Cd of this World hath blinded your 
t +; | 
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Eves, and you are /ecking Death in the Error of your 
Life. Becauſe you do not commit groſs Sin, becauſe 
you give Alms, and go to the Church and Sacrament, 
you imagine that you are ſerving Gop ; yet in very 
deed you are ſerving the Devil. For you are doing 
Rill your own Will, not the Will of Gop your Sav1- 
our. You are plealing yourſelf in all you do. Pride, 
Vanity, and Selt will, (the genuine Fruits of an earth- 
ly, ſenſual, deviliſh Heart) pollute all your Words and 
Actions. You are in Darkneſs, in the Shadow of Death, 
Oh! That Gop would ſay to you in Thunder, Awake 
thou that fleepeſt, and a iſe from the Dead, and CHRIST 
/h..ll give thee Light. | 

-2. But bleſied be Goo! He hath not yet left Him- 
felt without Witneſs ! 

All are not loft ! There be, who, FalTH prefer, 

e few, and Piety to God! he” 

Who know the Power of FAI H, and are no Strangers 
to that inward vital Religion, the Mind that was in 
Cusisr, Pighteouſneſs and Peact, and Foy in the HoLy 
GrosT. Of you who have taſted the good Hard of Gop, 
and ihe Powers of 1he World to come, would we be glad 
to learn, if we have erred from the FaiTa, or walked 
contrary to the Truth as it is in JESUS, Let the Rigb- 
teous ſmite me friendly, and reprove me; if haply that 
which is amiſs may be done away, and what 15 wanting 
ſapplied, *till wwe al! come to the Meaſure of the Stature of 
the Fubne's of CHRIST. 

53. Perhaps the firſt Thing that now occurs to your 
Mind, relates to the Doctrine which we teach. You 
have heard, that we ſay, Men may live without 
Sin,“ And have you not heard, that the Scripture 
ſays the ſame ? (we mean without committing Sin.) 


Does not St. Paz! ſay plainly, that thoſe who believe, 
4s mot continue in in! — That they cannot ve 


any longer therein! Rom. vi. 1, 2. Does not St. Peter 
ſay. He that hath juffered in the Fliſh, hath ceaſed from 
Sin f that he no lenger ſhould live to the 
Defires of Men, but to the Will of Gop, 1 Pet. iv. 
1, 2. And does not St. Joh fay moſt expreſly, He 
that committeth Sin is of the Devil. For this Pur- 
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foſe the Son Gop was manifift, that he might dehrey the | 


Works of the Devil. Whoſceever is born GoD, doth not 


commit Sin For his Seed remaineth in him, and he cannot | 
Sin, becauſe he is born of Gop, 1 John iii. 8. Sc. And | 


again, We know that whoſoever is born of GoD ſinneth net, 
Ch. v. 18. N | 
54. You ſee then, it is not we that ſay this, but the 
Loa b. Theſe are not our Words but bis. And who 
is he that replieth againſt Gop? Who is able to make 
Gop a Liar? Surely he will be juſtified in hi; Saying, 
and clear when he is juuged! Can you deny it? Have 
you not often felt a ſecret Check, when you was con- 
tradicting this great Truth? And how often have you 
wiſh'd what you was taught to deny? Nay, can you 


help wiſhing for it at this Moment ? Do you not now 


earneſtly deſire, to cea/e from Sin! To commit it no 
more © Does not your Soul pant after this glorious Li- 
berty of the Sons of Gop ? And what ſtrong Reaſon 
have you to expect it? Have you not kad a Foretaſte 
of it already? Do you not remember the Time when 
Goy firſt lifted up the Light of his Countenance upon 
you? Can it ever be forgotten? The Day when the 
Candle of the LoRD firſt bone upon your Head! 
« Butter aud Honey did you ear, 
And liſted up on high, 
You jaw the Clouds bencath your Feet, 
And rode upon the Sky. | 
« Far, far above all earthly Things, 
Triumpbaniiy you rade; 
You ſoar d to Heav'n on Eagle's Wings, 
And found and lalt'd with GOD. 
You then had Power not to commit Sin. You found 


the Apoſtle's Words ſtrictly true, He that is begotten of 1 
Gop keepeth himſelf, and that wicked one toucheth bim 


not. But thoſe whom you took to be experienced 


Chriſtians, telling you, This was only the Time of 
your Eſpcuſals ; this: could not laſt always; you mult | 


come down ſrom the Mount,“ and the like, ſhook your 
Faith. You look'd at Men more than God, and ſo 
became weak, and like another Man. Whereas, had 
you then had any to guide yoy according to the Truth 
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of God, had you then heard the Doctrine which now 
you blame, you had never fallen from your Stedfaſtneſs : 
But had found, that in this Senſe alſo, the Gifts and 
Calling of GoD are without Repentance. 

55. Have not you another Objection nearly allied to 
this, namely, that we preach Perfection? True; but 
what Perfection? The Term you cannot object to; be- 
cauſe it is Scriptural. All the Difficulty is, to fix the 
Meaning of it, according to the Word of Gon. And 
this we have done again and again, declaring to all the 
World, that Chridian Perfection does not imply an 
Exemption, from Ignorance, or Miſtake, or Infirmities, 
or Temptations : But that it does imply, the being ſo 
crucified with CHRIST, as to be able to teſtify, IIe ner, 
but CHRIST liveth in me, (Gal. ii. 23.) and hath purified 
my Heart by Faith, (Acts. xv. g.) It does imply the caſt- 
= ing down cvery high thing that exalteth itſelf again/? the 
= Know; if Gon, and bringing into Captivity every 
= Thought to the Obedience of CHRIST. It does imply, 
= the being holy, as he that hath called us is holy, in all 
1 manner of Converſation, (2 Cor. x. 5. 1 Pet. i. 15.) 
== And, in a Word, the loving the LoRD our GoD with all 
= cur Heart, and ſerving him with all our Strength. 
56. Now, is it poſſible for any who believe the 
2 Scripture, to deny one Tittle of this? You cannot. 
*Z You dare not. You would not for the Waild, You 
> know it is the pure Word of Gon. 3nd this is the 
24 whole of what we preach; this is the Height and 
4 Depth of what we (with St. Paul) call Perfection: A 


. 
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State of Sou! devoutly to be wiſhed for by all who have 
d 7 taſted of the Love of Gov. O pray for it without 
of * ceaſing. It is the one Thing you want. Come with 
im Baoldusſi to the Throne of Grace, and be aſſured that 
when you aſk this of Gop, you ſhall Lowe ie Petition 
of W - you of of him. We know indeed that 7% Man, to the 


uſt natural Man, zhis is impc/jible, But we know alſo, 

ur that as ns Word is impoſſible with Gop, io all things 

ſo are pofſubie to him that belicveth. | 

ad 57. For we are ſavcd by Faith. But have you not 

70 beard this urged as another Objection againſt us, That 
0 


we preach Salvation by Faith alone! Apd does not 
St. Paul do the ſame thing ? By Grace, ſaith he, ye are 
| C 


lowed 


— 


Halt be ſaved, Act. xvi. 31. 
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Javed thre Fair. 1 Words be more expreſs, ? 


And elſewhere, Believe: in ihe Lox p Jess, and thou 

What we mean by this (if it has not been ſufficiently 
explained already) is, that we are ſaved from our Sins, 
only by a Confidence in the Love of Gov, As ſoon 
as we behold achat Manner of Lowe it is which the Fa- 
ther hath beftowed upon us, we love him (as the Apoftle 
obſerves) becau/e he firſt lowed as. And then is that Com- 


mandment written in our Heart, that he who, loverh 
Gor love his Brother alſo : From which Love of Gov © 
and Man, Meekneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, and all ho- 
ly Tempe:s, ſpring. Now theſe, are the very Eſſencde 
of Salvation, of Chriſtian Salvation. Salvation from 


Sin. And from theſe, Outward Salvation flows, - that 


is Holineſs of Life and Converſation. Well, and are 
not theſe Things fo ? If you known in whom y0u. have 


believed, you need no farther Witneſſes. 8 876 y0\ 
58. But perhaps you doubt, whether that Fairu 
whereby we are thus ſaved, implies ſuch a Truſt and 


— 


Confidence in Gop as we deſcribe. ou cannot 


think FaiTH implies Aſſurance: An Aſſurance of the 
Love of God to our Souls, of his being now reconciled 
to us, and having forgiven all our Sins.” . And this, we 
freely confeſs, that if Number of Voices is io decide 
the Queſtion, we muſt give it up at once; for you have 
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on your Side, not only ſome who deſire to be Chriſtians 7 x 


in Deed, but all Nominal Chriftians in every Place, 
and the Remiſ Church, one and all. Nay, theſe laſt are 
ſo vchement in your Defence, that in the famed Coun- 
ci! of Trent, they have decreed, If any Man hold 
{fiduciam) Fruſt, Confidence, or Aſſurance of Pardon 
to be eſſential to Faith, let him be accurſed.” 

59. If we conſider the Time When this Decree was 
palt, namely, juſt aſter the Publication of our Homilies, 
it will appear more than probable, that the very Deſign 
of the Council was, to anathematize the Church of Erg- 
land, as being now convict, by her own Confeſſion, of 
« that damnable and Heretical Do&ane.” | For. the 
very Words in, the Homily on Salvation are, „Even 
the Devils believe, that CHRIST Wes born of a Virgin; 
that he wrought all Kind of Miracles, declaring himſelf 
very Gop ; that for our Sakes he ſuffered a moſt painful 

Death, 
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Death, to redeem us from Death everlaſting. Thee 
Artic of our Faith the Devils believe; and ſo they be- 
lieve all that was written in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment. And yet for all this Far TH, they be but Devils. 
x remain fi] in their damnable Eftate, lacking the 
very true, Chriſtian FarTna.” 

The right and true Chriſtian Faith is, not only to 
believe the Holy Scriptures and the Articles of our 
N Fair ii are true, but alſo to have a ſure Traſt and Cor: - 

ar to be ſaved from everlaſting Damnation through 
Cusisr.“ Or. (as it 15 expreſt a little after) * 4 ture 
4 Fu and Confidence which a Man hath in Gov, tn: 
7 * the Merits of CarinsT his Sins are forgiven, aud be 


| > reconciled to the Favour of Gop.” 
4 60. Indeed the Biſhop of Rome ſaith, If any Man 


. hold this, let him be an Anathema Maran-atha.” But 
tis to be hoped, Papa! Anathemas do not move v. 


= You are a Member of the Church of England. Are 
= you? Then the Controverſy | is at an End, Then hear 
= the Church. Fatrz is 2 /Jure Truft which a Man hath 
= in Gap, that his Sins are forgiven. Or if you are 
not, whether you hear our Church or no, at leaſt, hear 
1 che Scriptures. Hear believing Job. declaring his 
7 Pars, I know that my Redeemer liveth. Hear Themas 
(hen having ſeen be believed) crying out, My Loxp 
= and my Gop. Hear St. Pail clearly deſcribing the 
Nature of 57, FAIT R, The Life I now live, I live by 
- . in the Son of Gov, who loved me, and gave 
8 bimſ#lf for me. Hear (to mention no more) all the 
Believers who were with Paul when he wrote to the 
2 Coloffians, bearing Witneſs, We give Thanks unts the 
1 . who hath deliver'd us from the Power of Dark- 
ngſe, and hath tranſlated us into the Kingdom of his dear 
F: Sen. In whom we have Redemption thro oh Blood, even 

the Forgiveneſs of Sins, c. i. v. 12, 13, 14. 
61. But what need have we of diſtant Witneſles ? 
vou have a Witneſs in your own Breaſt, For am I not 
3 Feen to one that loves Gop ? How came you then 
to love him at firſt? Was it not, becauſe you knew that 
loved you Did you, could you love God at all, *till 
you"tafted and — that he was gracious ? That he was 
| Wel to at Sirner ? org avails then Contro\ erſy 
2 Or 
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or Strife of Words? Out of thy on Mouth! You- 
own, you had no Love to Gov, till . you was ſenſible 
of his Lowe to you. And whatever Expreſſions any Sin- 
ner who loves Gop- uſes, to denote. God's Love to 
him, you will always, upon Examination, find, that they 
directly or indirectly imply . Forgiveneſs. Pardoning 
Love is ſtill at the Root of all. He who was offended 
is now reconciled. The new Song which Gon puts 
in every Mouth, is always to that Effect, O Lob, I 
| will praiſe thee Tl thou avaſt angry with, me, thine 
1 Anger is turned away. Behold, Gon is my Salvation. 
J will truſt and not be afraid; for the Lokp EHV An 
is my Strength and my Sang e He is alſo become my Salvation, "4 
Iſa. xii. 1, 2. 4 3 

62. A Confidence then in a pardoning Gop, is eſ- 
ſential to true Falrn. The Forgivenels of Sins is 
one of the firſt of thoſe unſeen Things, whereof Fairy 7 
is the Evidence. And if you are ſenſible of this, will 5 
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6 
you quarre]l with us concerning an indifferent Circum- T7 

| ſtance of it? Will you think it an important Objection/ I 
that we aſlert, that this Fair is uſually given in a 11 
Moment ? Firſt, let me entreat you to read over that Ff 
authentick Account of Gop's Dealings with Men, = 
the Acts of the Apoſiles. In this Treatiſe you will find, f 


how. he wrought: from the Beginning on thoſe who re- b 
ceived Remiſſion of Sins by FaiTa. And can you find 7 p 
one of theſe, (except perhaps St. Paul) who did not y 

b 7 ( 


receive it i» A Moment ! But abundance you find of 
thoſe who did, beſides Cornelius and the Three Ibauſanl. 
And to this alſo agrees the Experience of thole Wood 
now receive the heavenly Gift, Three or four Excep- - 
tiond only have | found in the Courſe of ſeveral Years, 2:1 
(Pernaps you yourſelf may be added to that Number, 
and one or two more whom you have known.) But all a 
[ the reſt of thoſe, who from Time-to Time among us | 
| have believed in the Loeb JesUs, were in a Momen: 
| brought from Daraus to Li2ht, and from the Power of 
| Satan wnts GOD. | 

[ 63. And why ſhould it ſeem a Thing incredible to 
Y you, who have renown the Poxver of GOD 4 Salvuari- 
% (wrether be hath wrought thus in pour Soul or no; 
| for there a. Diverſities of Operations by the James Spirit.) 
| 
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that the Dead ſpould hear the Voice of the Son of Go 
and in that Moment he? Thus he uſeth to act, to 
ſhew that when he willeth, to do is preſent with him. 
Let there be Light, ſaid God, and there was Light. 
He ſpake the Word, and it was done. Thus the Heavens 
and the Earth were created, and all the Hoſts of them, 
And this Manner of acting in the preſent Caſe, highly 

ſuits both his Power and Love. There is therefore no 

2 Hindrance on Gop's Part; fince as his Majeſty is, /o 

2 # his Mercy. And whatever Hindrance there is on the 

Part of Man, when Gop ſpeaketh, it is not. Ovly 

42ſ% then, O Sinner, and it ſhall be given thee, even 

the FarTa that brings Salvation: And that, without 
any Merit or good Work of thine; for it 7s not of 

Mort, left any Man ſhould beaſt. No; it is of Grace, 

of Grace alone, For unte him that wworketh not, but 

> believeih on him that juſiifieth the Ungodly, his Faith is 
= counted to him for Righteouſne/s. 

64. © But by talking thus you encourage Sinners.” 


5 
I do encourage them to repent ; And do not yer! 


Do not you know, how many beap Sin upon Sin, purely 
384 for want of ſuch Encouragement ? Becauſe they think, 
= ** they can never be forgiven; there is no Place 
for Repentance left?“ Docs not your Heart alſo 
5 bleed for them? What would you think too dear to 


part with? What would you not do ? What would 
you not ſuffer, to bring one ſuch Sinner to Repentance? 
Could not your Love endure all Things for them? 
2 «© Yes——if you believed it would do them Good; if 
"> you had any Hope, they would ever be better“ Why 
do you not believe it would do them Good? Why hare 
you not a Hape that they will be better ! Plainly, be- 
cauſe you do not love them enough: Becauſe you have 
not that Charity, which not only exdureth, but at the 
ſame time believeth and hopeth all Things. 
655. But that you may tee the whole Strength of this 
7 Objection, I will ſhew you without any Diſguiſe oc 
Reſerve, how I encourage the very Chief of Sinners. 
My uſual Language to them runs thus: 

O ye that deny the Lord that bought you, yet hear 
the Word of the Loro. Ye ſcek Reſt, but find none. 
Even in Laughter your Heart is in Heavineſs. How 
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30 An Earneſt Appeal | 
long ſpend ye your Labour for that which is not Bread, 
and your Strength for that which ſatisfieth not? You 
know your Soul is not ſatisfied. It is ſtill an aking 
Void. Sometimes you find (in Spite of your Prinei- 
ples) a Senſe of Guilt, an awaken'd Conſcience, That | 
griſly Phantom, Religion (fo you deſcribe her) will i 
now and then haunt you ſtill, Righteouſneſs looking down 
from Heaven, is indeed to us no unpleaſing Sight. Burt 
how does it appear to 5. 2 
Horribili ſuper aſpectu mortalibus aſtans? A 
How often are you in Fear of the very Things you de- 
ny? How often in racking Suſpence? What if there 
be an Hereafter ? A judgment to come? An unhappy 
Eternity?“ Do not you ſtart at the Thought? Can you h 
he content to be always thus ? Shall it be ſaid of you alſo, 3 
Here lies a Dicer, long in Doubt 
If Death could kill the Soul, or not? 
Here ends his Doubifulneſs at laſt 
Convinced. But, O the Die is caſt !” 
Or, are you already convinced, there is no Hereafter ? | 
What a poor State then are you in now ? Taking a few 
more dull Turns upon Earth, and then dropping into 
nothing! What kind of Spirit muſt you be of, if you 
can ſuſtain yourſelf under the Thought! Under the 
Ex pectation of being in a few Moments ſwept away by 
the Stream of Time, and then for ever 
% fwwallow'd up, and loft, 
In the wide Womb of uncreated Night !” 
But neither indeed are you certain of this; nor of any 
thing elſe. © Jt may beſo; it may not. A vaſt Scene 
is behind. But Clouds and Darkneſs reſt upon it.” 
All is Doubt and Uncertainty. You are continually 
toſs'd to and fro, and have no firm Ground for the Sole 
of your Foot. O let not the poor Wiſdom of Man 
any longer exalt itſelf againſt the Wiſdom of Gov, 
You have fled from him long enough: At length ſuffer 
your Eyes to be open'd by him that made them. You tt 
want Reſt to your Soul. Aſk it of him, who giveth 1 N 
all Men liberally, and upbraideth not ! You are now 2 
mere Riddle to yourſelf, and your Condition full of 
Darkneſs and Perplexity. You are one among many Wb! 
reſtleß 
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{, c refileſs Inhabitants, of a miſerable, diſorder'd World, 
Ju alking in a vain Shadow, and diſquicting yourſelf in 
i Wain. But the Light of Gop will ſpeedily diſperſe 
i- he Anxiety of your vain Conjectures. By adding Hea- 
at Pen to Earth, and Eternity to Time; it will open ſuch 
ill i plorious View of Things, as will lead you, even in 
vn he preſent World, to a Peace which paſſech all Under- 
ut Manding.” 
= 66. O ye groſs, vile, ſcandalous Sinners, hear ye the 
ord of the Log Dp. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
May,; /o Iniquity ſhall not be your Ruin. As T live, 
ſeaith the Lord, I have no Pleaſure in the Death of a 
Pinner, but rather that he ſhould turn and liue. O make 
*Haſte ; delay not the Time, Come, and let us reaſon 
ſogelber. Tho your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be 
white as Snow ; though they be red as Crimſon, they ſhall 
te as Hs. ho ts this that cometh from Edom, avith 
"wyed Garments, red in his Apparel? It is he on whom 
the Lon p hath laid the Tniquities of us all ! Behold,. 
er? ga the Lams of Gon, that taketh away thy Sins! 
See the only begotten Son of the Father, full of Grace 
into and Truth ! He loveth thee, He gave himſelf for hee, 
you Now, his Bowels of Compaſſion yearn over thee ! O be- 
the ; Jieve in the Lord Jesvs, and zhou ſhalt be ſaved ! Go in 
Peace, fin no more! 
67. Now cannot you join in all this? Is it not the 
very T.anguage of your Heart? O when will you take 
N that our whole Concern, our conſtant La- 
an) Sour is, to bring all the World to the Religion which 
cene . feel; to ſolid, inward, vital Religion ! What Power 
Is it then that keeps us aſunder ? Ii thine Heart right, 
zally r my Heart is with thy Heart? If it be, give me thy 
Sole Hand. Come with me and ſee, and rejoice in my Zeal 
Man for the Lord. No Difference between us (if thou art 
300, Child of Gop) can be fo conſiderable as our Agree- 
ſuffer ment is. If we differ in ſmaller Things, we agree in 
You fhat which is greateſt of all. How is it poſſible then 
th 1% hat you ſhould be induced, to think or ſpeak evil of us? 
»w A low could it ever come into your Mind, to oppoſe us 
11 of or weaken our Hands? How long ſhall we complaih 
nany of the Wounds which we receive in the Houſe of our 
Jug | Friends ? 


© 
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Friends? Surely the Children of this World are ſtill 
wiſer in their Generation than the Children" of © Lipht. 
Satan is not divided againſt himſelf ! Why are they, 
who are on the Lon p's Side? How is it that Viſabm 
is not juſtified of her own Children? 
68. Is it, becauſe you have heard, © That we only 
make Religion a Cloak for Covetouſnefs ? And becauſe 


you have heard abundance of Particulars alledged in 
ſupport of that general Charge ?“ 'Tis probable, you {% 


may alſo have heard. How much we have gained by 


preaching already :” And, to crown all, „That we 4 


are only Papiſts in Diſguiſe, who are undermining and 5 4 


deſtroying the Church?“ 


69. You have heard this.” Well: And can you , 4 
believe it? Have you then never heard the 5th Chapter 
of St. Matthew? I would to God you could believe 


this? What is written there? How readeſt thou? 


Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall revile you and per/ecute 


you, and ſay all Manner of Evil againſt you falſly for my 
 Namt's Sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad; for great th. 
is your Reward in Heaven; for ſo perſecuted they the © 4 
P rophets that were before you ; namely, by revilin 2 2 


them, and /aying all Manner of Evil of them fa/ly. Do 


not you know that this (as well as all other Scriptures) FT 
.muſt needs be fulfilled ? If fo, take Knowledge, that this 


Day alſo it is fulfilled in your Ears. For our Lox p's 
Sake, and for the Sake of his Goſpel which we preach, 


Men do revile us and perſecute us, and (bleſſed be Gop k 
who piveth us to rejoice therein) /ay al! Manner of Evil 1 


of us fally. And how can it be otherwiſe ? The Di/- 
ciple is not above his Maſter. It is enough for the Diſciple, 


that he be as his Maſter, and the Servant as his Log, 


If they have called the Maſter of the Houſe Beelzebub, How 
much more ſhall they call them of his Hou/hold ? 

70. This only we confeſs, that, we preach Inward 
Salvation, zow attainable by Fa Tu. And for preach- 
ing this, (for no other Crime was ben ſo much as pre- 
tended) we were forbid to preach any more in any of 
thoſe Churches, where, *cill then, we were gladly re- 
ceived, This is a notorious Fact. Being thus hindred 
from preaching in the Places we ſhould firſt have choſen, 


we 
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we now declare the Grace of Gov which bringeth Sal- 
vation, in all Places of his Dominion: as., well .know- 
ing that. Ggp 'dewwelleth not only in Temples-made with 
Hands. This is the real, and it is the only real Ground 
of Complaint againſt us. And this we avow before all 
Mankind. We do preach his Salvation by Faira. And 
not being ſuffered to preach it in the uſual Places, we. 
declare it wherever a Door is opened, either on a Moun- 
4 train or a Plain, or by a River Side, (for all which we 

conceive we have ſufficient Precedent) or in a Priſon, 
| 1 or, as it were, in the Houſe of Juſtus, or the School of 


* 
; b 


* 
* 


* 


one Tyrannus, Nor dare we refrain. A Di/pen/ation of 
i tbe Goſpel is committed to me; and woe is me, if 1 preach 
not the Goſpel, 

71. Here we allow the Fact, but deny the Guilt. 
But in every other Point alledged, we deny the Fact, 
and call upon all the World to prove it, if they can. 
More eſpecially we call upon thoſe who for many Years. 
ſaw our Manner of. Life at Oxford. Theſe well know, 
that after the moſt ſtraiteſi Sect of our Religion, we lived 
1 Pharijees : And that the grand Objection to us for all 
= thoſe Years, was the being Righteous. overmuch : The. 
reading, faſting, praying, denying ourſelves; the going 
to Church and to the Loxp's Table; the relieving the 
1. Toor. viſiting thoſe» that, were Sick and in Priſon ; in- 
ftructing the Ignorant, and labouting to reclaim they 
Wicked, nore than was neceſary. for Salvation.“ 
Theſe were our open, flagrant Crimes, from the Vear 

1729 to the Year 1737; touching which our Logp 
mall judge in that Day. TS A 
17. But waving the Things that are paſt : Which of 


. . * now convinceth us of Sin? Which of you (I here, 

„more eſpecially appeal to my Brethren of the CLexGY) 
= Tan perſonally convict us of any Ungodlineſs or Unholt- 

} els of Converiation ? Ye know in your own Hearts, 


(all that are candid Men, all that are not utterly blinded, 
eich Prejudice) that we labour to hade a Conſcience void 
ende both toward Gop and toward Man. Bre- 
7; hren I would to God that in this ye were even as, 
Pe. But indeed (with Grief I ſpeak it) ye are not. 
here are among yourſelves ungodly and unholy Men; 
EEE openly 
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openly, undeniably ſuch: Drunkards, Gluttons, Re- ſhe 
turners of Evil for Evil, Liars, Swearers;-Proptianers Cul 
of the Day of the Lord. Proof hereof is not Want- bo 
ing if ye require it. Where then is your Zeal againſt the 
theſe? A Clergyman, ſo drunk he can ſcarce ſland or 10 
ſpeak, may, in the Preſence of a Thouſand People? 
t upon another Clergyman of the ſame Church, both We 
with abuſive Words and open Violence. And what the 
follows? Why, the one 7s fill allowed to Diſpenſe te 
ſacred Signs of the Body and Blood of Cu ais r: But 
the other 7s not allowed 10 receive them. Becauſe he is 
a Fizld-preacher. | | 4 10.95 * 
73. O ye Pillars and Fathers of the Church, are 
theſe Things well - pleaſing to Him, who hath made you 
Overſeers over that Flock, which he hath purchaſed with X 
his own Blood ? O that ye would ſuffer me to boaſt 
myſelf a little! Is there not a Cauſe? Have not xe 
compelled me? Which of your Clergy are more un- 
ſpotted in their Lives, which more unwearied in their 
Labours, than thoſe whoſe Name; ye caſt out as evil, 
whom ye count as zhe Filth and Off: ſcouring of the Mord? 
Which of them is more zealous to ſpend: and. to be ſpent, 
for the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of frac! # Or, who 
amongſt them is more ready to be effer*d up for their 
Flock, upon the Sacrifice and Serwice of their Faith *'''' © 
74. Will ye ſay, (as the Hiſtorian of Carthne) Si e . 
pro Patrid ! It this were done in Defence of the Church, © 
and not in order to undermine and deſtroy it! That is 
the very Propoſition I undertake to prove, That we 
are now defending the Church, even the Church f 
England, in Oppoſition to all thoſe who either ſecretly 
undermine, or more opealy attempt to deſtroy it.“- . 
75. That we are Papifts, (we who are daily and 
hourly preachiag that very Doctrine, which is ſo ſolemnj- 
ly anathematized by the whole Church of Rome) is fuch a $$ 
Charge, that I dare not waſte my Time in induſtrioufly 
confuting it. Let any Man of common: Senſe only 
look on the Title Pages of the Sermons we have lately 
preached at Oxford, and he will need nothing _ to 
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To Men of Reaſon and Religion. 35 
ſnew bim the Weight of this ſenſeleſs, ſhameleſs Ac. 
cuſation-;4—— unleſs he can ſuppoſe the Governors 
both of Chrif Church and Lincoln College, nay, and all 
the Univerſity to be Papiſis too. n . 
76. Vou yourſelf can eaſily acquit us of this: But 
not of the other Part of the Charge. You till think 
ve are ſecretly undermining, if not openly deſtroying 
the Church. 

What do you mean by the Church? A viſible Church 
(as our Article defines it) is, A Company of faithful 
Lor believing) People : cœtus credentium. This is the 
Eſſence of a Church: And the Properties thereof are 
(as they are deſcribed in the Words that follow) That 


{3 
LY = 
"v 
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he pure Word of Gov be preached therein, and the Sa- 
cramenis duly adminiſtered. Now then (according to 
this authentick Account) What is The Church of Eng- 
and? What is it indeed, but the faithful People, the 
True Believers of England? It is true, if theſe are ſcat- 
 ERtered abroad they come under another Confiderati- 
But when they are viſibly joined, by aſſembling 
5 ogether to hear the pure Word of Go preach' a, and 
co ear of one Bread, and drink of one Cup, they are then 
properly The wifible Church of England. 

Þ 77. It were well if this were a little more conſider'd 
py thoſe, who ſo vehemently cry out, The Church, the 
FChurth, (as thoſe of old, T be Temple of the LoD! the 
Temple of the Lok p!) not knowing what they ſpeak, 
por whereof they affirm. A Provincial or National 
**T hurch, according to our Article, is, the true Believers 
ef that Province or Nation, If theſe are diſperſed up 
Ind down, they are only a Part of the Inviſible Church 
of CHzisT. But if they are viſibly joined by aſſem- 
avg together to hear his Word and partake of his 
upper, they are then a viſible Church, ſuch as the 
*Eburch of England, France, or any other. | 
78. This being premiſed, I aſk, How do we under- 
pine or deſtroy the Church? The Provincial, Viſible 

Fhurch of. England? The Article mentions three 
= hngs as eſſential to a Viſible Church: ½, Living 
irn, without which indeed there can be no Church 
all, neither Viſible nor Inviſible ; 24%, Preaching 

and conſequently Hearing) the pure Word of Gop, 


elſe 


r hebben It 
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elſe that FalTu would languiſh and die; and 3dly, A 
due Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, the ordinary 
Means whereby God increafeth FAITH. Now come 
cloſe to the Queſtion : In which of theſe Points do we 
undermine, or deſtroy the Church? 

Do we ſhut the Door of FairH? Do we leſſen the Me 
Number of Believing People in England? Only remem- iv 
ber what FaiTs is, according to our Homilies, (viz. f 
A ſure Truſt and Confidence in Gop, that through 2 
the Merits of CHRIST Sins are forgiven, and /recon- |, 
ciled to the Favour of Gop.”) And we appeal to all i; 
Mankind, do we deſtroy this Fal rn, which is the 1 * 
Life and Soul of the Church ? Is there, in Fact, leſs of 
this Fal r H in England, than there was before we went Ka 
forth ! I think this is an Aſſertion which the Father of = 


Lies himſelf will ſcarce dare to utter or maintain. M 
With Regard then to this firſt Point it is undeniable, pri 


we neither ucdermine nor deſtroy the Church. The 7 or 
Second Thir g is, the Preaching and Hearing the pure Wn 
Word of Gop. And do we hinder this? Do we Ph 
hinder any Miniſter from preaching the pure Word of nc 
God ? If any preach not at all, or not the pure Word i 
of Gop, is the Hindrance in ws or in them/elves ? Or, 
do we leſſen the Number of thoſe that hear the puie 
Word of God? Are then the Hearers thereof (whe- 
ther read or preached) fexver than they were in Times“ 
paſt ? Are the uſual Places of publick Worſhip % H. 
quentea by Means of our Preaching ? whereſoever our 
Lot has been caft for any Time, are the Churches en- 7 
tier than they were before? Surely, none that has any 
Regard left either for Truth or Modeſty, will ſay, chat 
in this Point we are Enemies to, or Deſtroyers of, the i. 
Church. 5 Wit 
The Third Thing requiſite (if not to the Being, 2: 
leaſt) to the Well-being of a Church, is the due Admini- 2 : 
ſtration of the Sacraments, particularly that of the Mee 
Lorov's Supper. And are we, in %s Reſpect, Under- We 
miners or Deſtroyers of the Church ? do we either by {4 4 
our Example or Advice, draw Men away from the 


4 
7 


LorÞ's Table? Where we have laboured moſt, are 
there the feweil Communicants ? How does the Fad 


and Mb 
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ſtand in Londsn, Briftol, Newcaſtle? O that you would 
no longer ſhut your Eyes againſt the broad Light, 
which encompaſſes you on every Side! | 
79. believe you are ſenſible by this Time, not only 
how weak this Objection is, but likewiſe how eaſy it 
would be, terribly to retort every Branch of it upon 
© moſt of thoſe that make it: Whether we ſpeak of tra- 
iring Faith, of preaching the pure Word of Goo, or 
„of the due Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, both of 
h Baptiſm and the Lox »'s Supper. But I ſpare you. It 
- ZWufficeth that our Gop knoweth, and will make ma- 
I . aifeſt in that Day, whether it be by Reaſon of u, or you, 
e hat Men abhor the Offering of the Lox. | 


EE. I, 


f 2F £0. Others object, That we do not obſerve 75 
t Laus of the Church, and thereby undermine it.” What 
of Laws? The Rubricks or Canons? In every Parith 


here I have been Curate yet, I have obſerv'd the Ru- 
e, 1 dricks with a ſcrupulous Exactneſs, not for Wrath, bur 
ne ſor Conſcience ſake. And this, ſo far as belongs to an 


ZÞnbeneficed Miniſter, or to a private Member of the 
Thurch, I do now. I will juſt mention a few of them 
und leave you to conſider, which of us hath obſerved, or 
16 Woes obſerve them moſt. 

)r, 8 1. Days of Faſting or Abſtinence to be obſerv'd : 
neee The Forty Days of Lent, 

c The Ember-days ai the Four Seaſons, 

16s EY The Three Rogation Days, 

72 All Fridays in the Year, except Chri/tmas-Day. 

2. So many as intend to be Partakers of the Holy 


. Pommunion, ſhall ſignify their Names to the Curate, 
ny 2W leaſt ſome Time the Day before: 
hat) And if any of: theſe be an open and notorious evil 


„. 3. © Then (after the Nicene Creed) the Curate, ſhall 


* 
* 


the eclare unto the People, what Holidays or Fa//ing-Days 

ler. e in the Week following to be obſerved. | 

by {4 4. The Miniſter ſhall firſt receive the Communion 

th: both Kinds himſelf, and then proceed to deliver the 
| D 


Same 


_— — — 
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Same to the Biſhops, Prieft;, and Deacons, in like manner, 
if any be preſent, and after that, to the People. 

5. 4 = Cathedral and Collegiate Churches, and 
Colleges, where there are many Prieſts and Deacons, | 
they ſhall al/ receive the Communion with the Prieſt, every 
Sunday at the leaſt. 9 

6. The Children to be baptized muſt be ready at 
the Font, immediately after the laft Leſſon. i 

7. ** The Curate of every Pariſh ſhall warn the Peo- {7 
ple, that without great Neceſhty, they procure not their | 8 
Children to be baptized at home in their Houſes. * 


8. The Curate of every Pariſh ſhall diligently us. 15 
en Sundays and Holidays, after the Second Leſſon at Even- 5 | 
ing Prayer, openly in the Church, inſtruct and examine 
ſo man Children as he ſhall think convenient, in ſonmem 
Part of the Catechiſm. 2 


9. Whenſoever the Biſhop ſhall give Notice for 2 + 
Children to be brought unto him for their Confirmation, bY 
the Curate of every Pariſh ſhall either bring or /end in ( 
Writing, with his Hand ſubſcribed thereunto, the Names 7 1 EH % 
all fuck Per/ons within his Pariſh, as he mall think fit to 0 
be preſented to the Biſhop.” 

81. Now the Queſtion is not, Whether theſe Ru- 15 
bricks ought to be obſerved, (you take this for granted 
in making the Objection) but whether in fact they S 
been obſerved, by you or me, moſt ? Many can witneſs 
I have obſerved them punctually, yea, ſometimes at the 
Hazard of my Life: And as many, I fear, that you * 
have not obſerved them at all, and that ſeveral of dem 
you never pretended to obſerve. And 1s it you that are 
accuſing me, for not obſerving the Rubricks of the | . 
Church ? What Grimace is this ! O ll it not in Gah! . 
Publiſh it nos in the Streets of Aſkelon 8 


82. With Regard to the Canons, I would in the fir 
Place deſire you to conſider two or three plain Queſtions. 17 115 
1/7. Have you ever read them over ? 1 
2dly. How can theſe be called, The Canons o 
the Church of England ?” Seeing they were never legal- 
ly eftabliſhed by * Church? Never regularly confirmed . 
in an vo full Con ocation? 
By what Right am I required to obſerve ſuch 

And 


| 


Cn as were never legally eſtabliſhed ? 
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And then I will join Iflue with you on one Queſtion 
more, vis. Whether you or I Bave o0b/erwytd them moſt ? 


1 To inſtance only in a few. 
„Cas. 29. No Perfon ſhall be admitted Godfather or 
/ WE Godmother to any Child,—before the ſaid Perſon dad 
1 received the Holy Communion. 

== Cen. 5g. Every Parſon, Vicar, or Cu tate, upon every 
„ grin and Holiday, before Evening Prayer, ſpall, for 
i: Ha, an Hour, or more, examine and intruct the Youth 


and ignorant Perſons of his Pariſh. 


* Cau. 64. Every Parſon, Vicar or Curate, ſhall de- 
8 85 clare to the People every Sunday whether there be wy 
Holidays or Faſting day the Week following. 
Cas. 68. No Miniſter ſhall refuſe or delay to chriſten 
* any Child that is brought to the Church to him upon 
Wo 38 or Holidays to be chriſtened, or to bury any 
I Corps that is brought to the Church or Church, yard. 
9 (N. B. Inability to pay Fees does not alter the Caſe.) 
„Can. 75. No Eccleſiaſtical Perſons ſhall ſpend their 
of Time idly. by Day or by Night, playing at Dice, Cards 
- 1 Z or T ables. 

Now let the Clergymen who has obſerved only theſe 
1-2 five Canons for one Vert laſt paſt, and who has read 
d over all the Canons in his Congregation ; (as the King's 
5 KRatifications ftraitly enjoius him to do once overy Year) 
let him, I ſay, caſt the firſt Stone at us, fot 5! od erving 


Jo 4 the Canons (ſo called) A the Church ef England. 


* B83. © However we cannot be (it is ſaid) Friends to 
the Church, becauſe we do not obey rhe Governors of it, 
and ſubmit ourjelves (as at our Ordination we promis'd 

: 23 to do) zo all their godly A1monitions and Injundtions,”* 
I 1 anſwer, In every individual Point of an indifferent 
5 D 2 Nature, 


e 
—ͤ—ͤ—ũ— 


Te Author of a Trad juſt publiſpd at Newcaſtle, 
2 (entitled, The Notions of the Methodifts fully diſproved, 
f 1 a Letter to the Rev, Mr. John Weſley) much inf/ts u 

8 this Objecbion. I have read. and believe it quite need. 75 
tale any farther Notice of this Performance: The Writer 
being Jo utterly unacguaintea <5th the Merits of the Cauſe ; 
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Nature, we do and will (by the Grace of Gop) obey 
the Governors of the Church. But the Hing the 
(Goſpel of the Grace of Gon, is not a Point of an indif- 
ferent Nature. The Miniſtry which we have received 


of the Lond Jxsus, we are at all Hazards to fulfil. It 
is the Burthen of the Lo D which is laid upon us here; 


and we are 7 obey Gor rather than Man. Nor yet do 


we in any Ways violate the Promiſe which each of us 


made, when it was ſaid unto him. Take thou Autho- wo 
rity to preach the Word of God, in the Name of thbe 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” We 


then promiſed to /ubmit (mark the Words) ro the godly 


Admonitions and Injunttions of our Ordinary. But we did 1 5 
not, could not promiſe to obey ſuch Injunctions, as we © 


know are contrary to the Word of Go. 4 
84. But why then (ſay ſome) do you leave the 


Church ?” Leave the Church]! What can you mean? 
Do we leave ſo much as the Church Walls! Your own 
Eyes tell you, we do not. Do we leave the Ordinan- 
ces of the Church! You daily ſee and know the con- 
trary. Do we leave the fundamental Doctrine of the i 
Church, namely, Salvation by FaiTa ? It is our con- I. 


ſtant Theme, in publick, in private, in Writing, in 


Converſation. Do we leave the Practice of the Chure b, \ 
the Standard whereof are the Ten Commandments ? FR 
Which are fo eſſentially inwrought in her Conſtitution, FR 


(as little as you may apprehend it) that whoſoever breaks 


one of the leaſt of theſe, is no Member of the Church & 


of England. 1 believe you do not care to put the Cauſe 


on this Iſſoe. Neither do you mean this, by having 


the Church, In Truth, I cannot conceive what you 


mean. I doubt you cannot conceive yourſelf. Vo 


have retailed a Sentence from ſomebody elſe, which you 
no more underſtand than he. And no marvel, for it is 
a true Obſervation, 
„ Nonſenſe is never to be underſtood.” 
85. Nearly related to this is that other Objection, 
that 


and ſhewing himſelf ſo per fecty a Stranger both to my Lift, 
Prea bing and Vriting ; and to the Mord of Gop, and to 
the Articies and Homilies of the (Exch of 2 gland. 
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that we divide the Church. Remember the Church is, 


: T he faithful People, or true Believers. Now how do 
bs we divide theſe ? 80 Why, by our Societies.“ Very 
good. Now the Caſe is plain. We divide them 
t (vou ſay) by wniring them together.“ Truly, a very 


& uncommon Way of 4/viding. O, but we divide thoſe 
wo are thus united with each other, from the reſt of 
the Church.” By no Means. Many of them were be- 
fore joined to all their Brethren of the Church of England 
(and many were not, until they knew us) by a/imbling 
== themſelves together, to hear the Word of Gov, and to 
eat of one Bread, and drink of one Cup. And do they 
1 nov forjate that aſſembling themſelves together? You 
1 Fo cannot, you dare not ſay it. You know they are more 
X diligent therein than ever; it being one of the fixed 
4 Rules of our Societies, © That every Member attend 
the Ordinances. of Gop,” i. e. he de not divide from 
= the Church: And if any Member of the Church does 


thus divide from or leave it, he hath no more Place 


De & 


86. I have conſidered this Objection the more at 
large, becauſe it is of moſt Weight with fincere Minds. 

And to all theſe, if they have fairly and impartially 
LIP fag ary the Anſwer as well as the Objection, I believe 
it clearly appears, that we are neither #-dermining nor 
== deſtroying, neither dividing nor leaving the Church. 80 
5 far rom it, that we have great heavine/s, on her Ac- 
count, yea, continual Sorrow in our Hearts, And nur 
Prayer to Gop is, That he would repair the Breaches 
9.4 = of Sion, and build tbe Walls of Jeruſalem, that this our 
deſolate Church may flourjſh again, and be the P. aije of 


AS. DAMS A Firm 4c %¾Q © = 77 RE BE; i. 2 


he whole Earth. 

© $7. But perhaps you have heard, that we in Truth 

* Ppegard no Church at all: That Gain is. the true Spring 
ki of all our Actions: That I, in particular, am well paid 

for my Work, having thirteen hundred Pounds a Year 
© (as a Reverend Author accurately computes it) at 75 

2 alone, over and above what | receive from 

8 Bri/icl, King ſꝛucod, Newcaſtle, and other Places: And 

bs chat whoever ſurvives me will ſee I have made good Uſe 

of my Time; for I ſhall not die a Beggars.“ 

D 3 88.1 
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88. I freely own, this is one of the beſt deviſed Ob- 
jections which has ever yet been made; becauſe it not 
only puts us upon proving a Negative, (which is ſeldom, 
an eaſy Taſk) but alſo one of ſuch a Kind as ſcarce ad- 
mits of any demonſtrative Proof at all. But for fuch 
Proof as the Nature of the Thing allows, I appeal to 
my Manner of Life which hath been from the Begin- 
ning. Ye who have ſeen it (and not with a friendly 
Eye) for theſe twelve or fourteen Years laſt paſt, or for 
any Part of that Time, Have ye ever ſeen any Thing 
like the Love of gain therein? Did I not continually 
remember the Words of the Lox D Jesvus, ** 1 7s more 
not know theſe Things are ſo? What Gain did I ſeek cb 
among you? Of whom did I take any Thing? From 
whom did I covet Silver, or Gold, or Apparel? To at 
whom did I deny any Thing which I had, even to the 
Hour that I departed from you ?—Ye of Epworth and 
Wroote, among whom I miniſtered for (nearly) the Space 
of three Years, What Gain did I ſeek among you Or 
of whom did I take or covet any Thing ?—Ye of Sa- 
vannab and Frederica, among whom Gop afterwards 
proved me, and ſhewed me what was in my Heart, 
What Gain did I ſeek among you Of whom did I take FF 
any Thing? Or whoſe Food or Apparel did I covet . 
(for Silver or Gold had ye none, no more = I myſelf Mt 
for many Months) even when I was in Hunger and Na. 
kedneſs ? Ye yourſelves, and the Gop and Father of out 
Lox o Jesvs CHRIST, know that Ilie not. J 
89. But (it is ſaid) Things are fairly altered now, 
Now I can't complain of wanting any Thing; having *#: 
the yearly Income of a Biſhop of London, over and above 
what I gain at other Places.” At what other Places, Pf U 
my Friend? Inform yourſelf a little better, and you 8 
will find, that both at Newraftle, Briftol, and Xing, 
wood, and at all other Places, where any Collection? 
at all is made, the Money collected is both receiv- 
ed and expended by the Stewards of thoſe ſeveral 
Societies, and never comes into my Hands at all, neither e 
rſt nor laſt, And you or any who defire it, ſhall read 
aver. the Accounts kept by any of thoſe Stewards, * 
: 
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ee with your own Eyes, that by all theſe Societies I 
ot gain juſt as much as you do. | 

Ty go. The Caſe in London ſtands thus. In Nowember 
1. 1739, two Gentlemen, then unknown to me (Mr. Balt 


and Mr. Watkins) came and deſired me once and again, 
to preach in a Place called 7% Foundery near Moor fiel di. 
1- With much Reluctance I at length complied. I was 
oon after preſs d to take that Place into my ownHands. 
r EF hoſe who were moſt earneſt therein, lent me the Pur- 
o WMchaſe-Money, which was 115]. Mr. Watkins and Mr. 
y 5 Ball then delivered me the Names of ſeveral Subſcri- 
re pers, who offered to pay, ſome four, or ſix, ſome ten 
ye © hillings a Year towards the Re-payment of the Pur- 
k chaſe· Money, and the putting the Building into Repair. 
m This amounted one Year to near 2col the ſecond to 
'0 about 140, and ſo the laſt. 6 
hne 91. The united Society begun a little after, whoſe- 
1d weekly Contribution (chiefly for the Poor) is received 
ce and expended by the Stewards, and comes not into my 
Hands at all. But there is alſo a quarterly Subſcription 
of many of the Society, which is nearly equal to that 
above mentioned. | 

92. The Uſes to which theſe Subſcriptions have been 
=®hitherto applied, are, 1/, The Payment of that 1151: 
et "dh. The repairing (I might almoſt ſay rebuilding) 
elk chat vaſt, uncouth Heap of Ruins at the Foundery ; 


a- zaly. The building Galleries both for Men and Women; 
ur Arby. The enlarging the Society Room to near thrice 

Its firſt Bigneſs. All Taxes and occafional Expences are 
„. Fkewiſe defray'd out of this Fund. And it has been 


Nicherto fo far from yielding any Overplus, that it has 


ag 

. ever ſufficed for theſe Purpoſes yet. So far from it, 
3, Hat J am ſtill in Debt, on theſe Accounts, near 3ool; 
ou F o much have I hitherto gained by preaching the Goſ- 
„ pel! Beſides a Debt of 150]. till remaining on Account 
on bf the Schools built at Brio! ; and another of above 
y- Zool. on Account of that now building at Newcaſtle. 


ET” © 1 

* 
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ral defire any reaſonable Man would now fit down and 
er ay theſe mugs together, and let him ſee, whether, al- 
ad Mowing me a Grain of common Senſe, (if not of com- 


| mon 
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mon Honeſty) he can poſſibly conceive, that a View of 
Gain would induce me to act in this Manner. 
93. You can never reconcile it with any Degree of 
common Senſe, that a Man who wants nothing, who 
has already all the Neceſſaries, ail the Conveniencies, 
nay, and many of the Superfluities of Life, and theſe 
not only independent on any one, but leſs liable ro Con- 
tingencies than even a Gentleman's Freehold Eſtate, that 
ſuch an one ſhould calmly and deliberately throw up | 
his Eaſe, moſt of his Friends, his Reputation, and that 
Way of Life which of all others is moſt agreeable both | 
to his natural Temper and Education: That he ſhould Þ 
toil Day and Night, ſpend all his Time and Strength, 
knowing!y deſtroy a firm Conſtitution, and haſten into 
Weakneſs, Pain, Diſeaſes, Death, to gain a Debt 
of fix or ſeven hundred Pounds ! | 
94. But ſuppoſing the Balance on the other Side, let 
me aſk you one plain Queſtion. ** For what Gain (ſet- 
ting Conſcience aſide) will you be obliged to act thus ? 
To live exactly as 1 do? For what Price will you preach | 
(and that with all your Might, not in an eaſy, indolent, 
faſhionable Way) eighteen or nineteen Times every 
Week ? And this throughout the Year ? What ſhall [ 
* you, to travel ſeven or eight hundred Miles, in all 
eathers, every two or three Months ? For what Sala- 
ry will you abſtain from all other Diverſions, than the 
doing Good, and the praiſing Gop ? I am miſtaken if? 
you would not prefer Strangling to ſuch a Life even 
with Thouſands of Gold and Silver. =” 
95. And what is the Comfort you have found out for 
me in theſe Circumſtances ? Why, that I ſhall not 
die a Begpar.” So now | ain ſuppoſed to be heaping 
up Riches, ——*< that I may leave them behind me.“ 
Leave them behind me! For whom? My Wife and te 
Children ? Who are they ? They are yet unborn. Un- 
leſs thou meaneſt the Children of Faith whom Go» hath Wl 
given me. But my heavenly Father feedeth them. In- 
deed if I lay up Riches at all, it muſt be 70 lea ve behind i 
me: (Seeing my Fellowſhip is a Proviſion for Life.) But 
I cannot underſtand this. What Comfort would it be 


to my Soul, now launched into Eternity, that I e 
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behind me Gold as the Duſt, and Silver as the Sand of 
the Sea? Will it follow me over the great Gulph ? Or 
can I go back to it? Thou that lifteſ up thy Eyes in 
Hell, what do thy Riches profit thee now ? Will all 
thou once hadſt under the Sun, gain thee a Drop of 
Water to cool thy Tongue? O the Comfort of Riches 
left behind to one who is tormented in that Flame !— 
vou put me in mind of thoſe celebrated Lines (which 
] once exceedingly admired) addreſſed by way of Con- 
ſola tion to the Soul of a poor Self. murderer : 


Id : « Yet ſhall thy Grave with riſing Flowers be dreſt, 
, And the green Turf lie light upon thy Breaſt ! 
= == Here ſhall the Year its earlieſt Beauties ſpew ; 

. N 


Here the firſt Roſes of the Spring ſhall blow : 
While Angels, with their Silver Wings oerſhade 
The Place, now ſacred by thy Relicks made.” 


96. I will now fimply tell you my Senſe of theſe 
Matters, whether you will hear, or whether you will 
orbear. Food and Raiment I have; ſuch Food as I 
uſe to eat, and ſuch Raiment as I chuſe to put on. I 
gave a Place where to lay my Head. I have what is 
eedful for Life and Godlineſs. And I apprehend this 
all the World can afford. The Kings of the Earth 
In give me no more. For, as to Gold and Silver, I 
Punt it Dung and Droſs: I trample it under my Feet. 
et not I, but the Grace of Gop that is in me) 
ieem it juſt as the Mire in the Streets. I deſire it not; 
Nie it net: I only fear, left any of it ſhould cleave 
me, and I ſhould not be able to ſhake it off, before 


ng Ry Spirit returns to Gop. It muſt indeed paſs thro? 
e. ly Hands; but I will take Care (Gon being my 
nd elper) that the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs ſhall 
In- ly paſs thro? ; it ſhall not reſt there. None of the ac- 


red Thing ſha!l be found in my Tents, when the 
p calleth me hence. And hear ye this, all you who 
Noe diſcovered the Treaſures which I am to leave be- 
md me: If I leave behind me ten Pounds (above my 

bts, my Books, and the little Arrears of my F 2 
| ip 
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ſhip) you and all Mankind bear Witneſs againſt me, 
* that I lived and died a Thief and a Robber.” 

97. Before I conclude, I cannot but intreat you who 
know Gop, to review, the whole Matter from the 
Foundation. Call to Mind what the ſtate of Religion 
was, in our Nation, a few Years ſince. In whom did 
you find the holy Tempers that were in CHRIS ? Bow-þi 
els of Mercies, Lowlineſs, Mcekneſs, Gentleneis, Con- 
tempt of the World, Patience, Temperance, Long-ſut- 
fering ? A burning Love to Gov, rejoicing evermore, 
and in every Thing giving Thanks; and a tender Love 
to all Mankind, covering, believing, hoping, enduringſ 
all Things? Perhaps you did not know one ſuch Man 
in the World. But how many, that had % un 
Tempers * What Vanity and Pride, what Stubbornneſ 
and Self-will, what Anger, Frettulneſs, Diſcontent, 
what Suſpicion and Reſeotment, what inordinate Affec- 
tions, what irregular Paſſions, what fooliſh and hurtful z 
Deſires might you find, in thoſe who were called 2% 
beft of Men? In thote who made the ſtricteſt ProfeflionM 
of Religion? And how few did you know who went io 
far as the Profen of Religion, who had even the 
Form of Godline/: Did you not frequently bewail,iſ 
wherever your Lot was caſt, the general Want of ever 
Outward Religiin ? How few were ſeen at the publick 
Worſhip of Gop ? How much fewer at the LoRD 
Table? And was even this little Flock zealous of good 
Works, careful, as they had Time, to do Good to all 
Men ? On the other Hand, did you not with Grief ob- 
ſerve, Outward Irreligion in every Place? Where could 
you be for one Week, without being an Eye or an Eat. 
witneſs, of Curſing, Swearing, or Prophaneneſs, ol 
Sabbath-breaking or Drunkenneſs, of Quarrelling ot 
Brawling, of Revenge or Obſcenity ? Were thelt 
Things done in a Corner? Did not groſs Iniquity ol 
all Kinds overſpread our Land as a Flood ? Yea, and 
daily increaſe, in Spite of all the Oppoſition which the 
Children of Gon did or could make againſt it. 

98. If you had been then told, that the jealous Go 
would ſoon ariſe and maintain his own Cauſe ; that he 


would pour down his Spirit from on high, and ron 
e 


g — wan Þ * — 
0 \ , 
4 * 3 4 1 N 
; by * * 
- 


. os ie as. ts 3 ras. 
* = 


48 | An Earneſt Appeal 


as Inſtruments in his Work ? O ye Fools, did ye ſup. 

oſe the Devil was dead? Or that he would not oh: 
or his Kingdom? And what Weapons ſhall he fight 
with, if not with Lies? Is he not a Liar, and the Fa- 
ther of it? Suffer ye then thus far. Let the Devil and 
his Children ſay all manner of Evil of us. And let 
them go on deceiving each other, and being deceived, 
But ye need not be deceived alſo. Or if you are, 
if you will believe all they ſay : Be it ſo, that we are 
weak, filly, wicked Men; without Senſe, without 
Learning, without even a Deſire or Defign of doing 
Good: Yet I inſiſt upon the Fact. CHRIST is preach- 
ed, and Sinners are converted to Gop. This none but 
a Madman can deny. We are ready 40 prove it by a 
Cloud of Witneſſes. Neither therefore can the Infe- 
rence be denied, that Gop is now viſiting his People. 
O that all Men may know 1n this their Day, the Things 
that make for their Peace! 

101. Upon the whole, to Men of the World ! 
would ftill recommend the known Advice of Gamaliel; 
Refrain from theſe Men, and let them alone; for if thi: 
Work be of Men, it will come to nought ; but if it be f 
Go, ye cannot overthrow it, left haply ye be found even 55 
fight againſt Gop. But unto you whom Gop hath choſen 
out of the World, I ſay ye are our Brethren, and of 
our Father's Houſe. It behoveth you, in whatſoeve: 
Manner ye are able, to ftrengthen our Hands in Gov. 
And this ye are all able to do; towiſh us good Luck in 
the Name of the Lorp, and, to pray continually, tha: 
none of theje Things may move us, and that abe may u. 
count our Lives dear unto ourſelves, ſo that we may finiſh ow 
Courſe with Foy, and the Miniſtry which wwe have recci vii 
of the Lox p IESsUus! 
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